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Could the " stranger of distinction " fail to enjoy himself in New York ?
I don't know why I have wandered off into a dissertation on American hospitality, good as it is, except that that same hospitality strikes me as one of the most marked of American characteristics and is bound to impress agreeably anyone fortunate enough to arrive in New York or Washington with credentials which will ensure him an experience of it.
Having described American women and their charms, I come by a natural transition to talk of American men in general and American husbands in particular, as they appear to the average tourist in the States. In England we have all met those American ladies who, having in many cases climbed out of quite humble surroundings in some small city in the West or elsewhere, have continued climbing via Newport and New York, till their wise climbing carried them across the ocean to London, where we take every woman on trust, provided she' be pretty and witty. These ladies are almost invariably minus their husbands, and are almost equally invariably good-looking, well-dressed and wealthy. They take a house and entertain, or they live at the most expensive hotels and are entertained, and from them we learn most of what we know of the American man. The impression we gather is that for some reason unexplained he is quite inferior to his female partner; he cares only for the chase of the elusive dollar, and prefers to stay at home and make it rather than be dragged abroad by his wife. But that is not the impression I formed of him when I went to America. With the one exception of the New York " idler," than whom no man in America is a greater failure, for it takes centuries186                    ' INDISCRETIONS'
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